
Veterans Volume by Jeffrey Brown: A Review
and Analysis
Jeffrey Brown's Veterans Volume is a powerful and moving graphic novel
that explores the experiences of veterans returning from war. The book
follows three veterans as they navigate the challenges of reintegrating into
civilian life, dealing with PTSD, and finding their place in the world. Brown's
evocative artwork brings the characters and their stories to life, creating a
deeply immersive and emotional reading experience.
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Themes

Veterans Volume explores a range of complex and important themes,
including:

The challenges of reintegrating into civilian life: Veterans often
face significant challenges when returning home from war, including
finding employment, adjusting to a new routine, and dealing with the
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psychological effects of combat. Brown's book explores these
challenges in a realistic and unflinching way.

The impact of PTSD: PTSD is a common mental health condition that
can develop after exposure to traumatic events, such as combat.
Veterans Volume shows the devastating effects that PTSD can have
on individuals and their families.

The importance of family and friendship: Veterans often rely on
their families and friends for support as they navigate the challenges of
reintegration. Brown's book highlights the importance of these
relationships and shows how they can help veterans heal and rebuild
their lives.

The power of art: Brown's book is a powerful example of how art can
be used to tell important stories and raise awareness about important
issues. Veterans Volume is a testament to the power of art to heal,
inspire, and change lives.

Characters

Veterans Volume features three main characters: Alex, Matt, and Sarah.
Each character represents a different aspect of the veteran experience.

Alex: Alex is a young veteran who is struggling to adjust to civilian life
after returning from Iraq. He is haunted by nightmares and flashbacks,
and he has difficulty finding employment and forming relationships.
Alex's story is a powerful reminder of the challenges that veterans face
when they return home from war.

Matt: Matt is a veteran who has been homeless for several years. He
is suffering from PTSD and addiction, and he has lost touch with his



family and friends. Matt's story shows the devastating effects that war
can have on individuals and families. However, Matt's story is also a
story of hope and redemption. With the help of a support group, Matt is
able to begin to rebuild his life.

Sarah: Sarah is a military spouse who is struggling to cope with her
husband's deployment to Afghanistan. She is worried about his safety
and well-being, and she is struggling to raise their two young children
on her own. Sarah's story provides a glimpse into the challenges that
military families face during deployment.

Artistic Style

Jeffrey Brown's artistic style is simple and understated, but it is also
incredibly effective. Brown uses a limited color palette and a minimalist
approach to drawing, which gives the book a raw and authentic feel.
Brown's artwork is also highly expressive, and he is able to convey a wide
range of emotions and experiences through his characters' faces and body
language.

The use of black and white in Veterans Volume is particularly effective. The
stark contrast between the black and white panels creates a sense of
tension and urgency, and it helps to convey the characters' inner turmoil.
Brown also uses white space to great effect, creating a sense of isolation
and loneliness.

Veterans Volume is a powerful and moving graphic novel that explores the
experiences of veterans returning from war. The book's realistic and
unflinching portrayal of the challenges that veterans face is both
heartbreaking and inspiring. Brown's evocative artwork brings the
characters and their stories to life, creating a deeply immersive and



emotional reading experience. Veterans Volume is a must-read for anyone
interested in the experiences of veterans and the impact of war on
individuals and families.

Image Attributions

Cover image: Veterans Volume by Jeffrey Brown (Our Book
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Alex image: Review: Veterans Volume by Jeffrey Brown (The Comics
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