
Unveiling the Notorious Underworld: A
Comprehensive Review of "Professional
Criminals of America"
In the realm of true crime literature, few works have captivated readers and
scholars alike like Edward Anderson's groundbreaking "Professional
Criminals of America." First published in 1939, this seminal work offers an
unparalleled glimpse into the secretive world of organized crime and the
enigmatic characters who inhabited it. Anderson's meticulous research and
captivating narrative bring to life the stories, methods, and motivations of
the most notorious criminals of his time, providing a comprehensive and
thought-provoking exploration of the criminal subculture.

The 1930s in America was a time of great social and economic upheaval.
The Great Depression had ravaged the nation, leaving millions unemployed
and desperate. Against this backdrop of poverty and despair, organized
crime flourished, with criminal gangs and syndicates controlling the illicit
trade of alcohol, gambling, and prostitution. The public was both fascinated
and terrified by these shadowy figures, who seemed to operate with
impunity and challenge the very foundations of law and Free Download.

Edward Anderson was a journalist and social critic who had a deep interest
in criminology. His work as a reporter for the "New York World" provided
him with firsthand access to crime scenes and encounters with notorious
criminals. "Professional Criminals of America" was the culmination of years
of research and interviews, solidifying Anderson's reputation as one of the
most influential crime writers of his time.
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The book is divided into four parts, each focusing on a different aspect of
professional crime in America. The first part, "The Gangs," explores the
structure, leadership, and activities of organized crime gangs. Anderson
delves into the hierarchy and specialization within these groups, as well as
the methods they employed to maintain control over their territories and
illicit operations.

The second part, "The Robbers," examines the world of bank robbers, train
robbers, and other professional thieves. Anderson provides detailed
accounts of some of the most daring and notorious heists in American
history, including the headline-grabbing kidnapping of Charles Lindbergh's
son. He analyzes the techniques, tools, and planning that went into these
crimes, revealing the skill and audacity of the individuals involved.

The third part, "The Racketeers," focuses on the illicit activities of organized
crime in the areas of racketeering, extortion, and gambling. Anderson
exposes the methods used by racketeers to infiltrate legitimate businesses
and profit from illegal activities. He also explores the political connections
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and corruption that often enabled these criminal enterprises to operate with
relative impunity.

The fourth and final part of the book, "The Women of Crime," is dedicated
to the role of women in the criminal underworld. Anderson challenges the
stereotypical portrayal of female criminals as mere accomplices or victims,
presenting a nuanced examination of their diverse roles and contributions
within organized crime.

Throughout the book, Anderson presents in-depth case studies of some of
the most notorious criminals of the era. These include:

John Dillinger: The charismatic bank robber who led the Dillinger
gang and became a folk hero during the Great Depression.

Bonnie and Clyde: The notorious duo who captured the nation's
attention with their daring crimes and tragic end.

Al Capone: The ruthless kingpin of organized crime in Chicago, who
built an empire based on violence and intimidation.

Herman Lamm: The mastermind behind the kidnapping of Charles
Lindbergh's son, a crime that shook the nation and led to the passage
of the "Lindbergh Law."

Anderson provides detailed accounts of these criminals' lives, crimes, and
eventual downfall, offering a fascinating glimpse into the motivations,
personalities, and operations of some of the most notorious outlaws in
American history.



"Professional Criminals of America" was an instant success upon its
publication in 1939. It received widespread critical acclaim for its thorough
research, engaging narrative, and insightful analysis of the criminal
underworld. The book has remained in print for over eight decades and
continues to be regarded as a foundational work in the fields of criminology
and true crime.

Anderson's work has had a lasting impact on the public's understanding of
organized crime. His detailed accounts of criminal methods and operations
provided valuable insights for law enforcement and criminologists. The
book has also served as an inspiration for countless works of fiction, film,
and television, showcasing the enduring fascination with the outlaw and the
criminal underworld.

Beyond its historical and entertainment value, "Professional Criminals of
America" offers a valuable exploration of the social and psychological
factors that contribute to criminal behavior. Anderson examines the
backgrounds, motivations, and experiences of the criminals he profiles,
shedding light on the complex interplay of individual and societal forces that
can lead to a life of crime.

The book also provides a fascinating glimpse into the criminal subculture,
with its own codes, rituals, and social hierarchy. Anderson explores the
ways in which criminals create and maintain their own communities,
providing support and protection from the outside world. He also examines
the role of media and popular culture in shaping public perceptions of
criminals and influencing their behavior.



Edward Anderson's "Professional Criminals of America" stands as a
timeless masterpiece of true crime literature. Its meticulous research,
captivating narrative, and insightful analysis provide an unparalleled
glimpse into the shadowy world of organized crime and the fascinating
characters who inhabited it. The book has had a profound impact on the
fields of criminology and popular culture, shedding light on the complex
motivations and social forces that drive criminal behavior.

For anyone interested in true crime, criminology, or the history of organized
crime, "Professional Criminals of America" is an essential read. It is a work
that continues to inform, captivate, and challenge readers, providing a
valuable lens through which to understand the enigmatic and enduring
underworld of crime.
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The Little Red Book of Running: A
Comprehensive Guide to the World's Most
Popular Sport
Running is one of the most popular sports in the world. It's a great way to
get fit, lose weight, and relieve stress. But if you're new to...
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