Uncommon Causes of Stroke

A Patient's Guide to Understanding and Surviving Rare Stroke
Syndromes

By Alice Robb

A stroke is a medical emergency that occurs when blood flow to the brain is
interrupted. This can be caused by a blood clot that blocks an artery in the
brain, or by a hemorrhage (rupture) of a blood vessel in the brain. The most
common type of stroke is ischemic stroke, which is caused by a blood clot.
However, there are also a number of less common types of stroke, which
are caused by other factors.
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Uncommon causes of stroke can include:

= Carotid artery dissection
= Vertebral artery dissection

= Arteriovenous malformation (AVM)
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= Cavernous malformation

= Moyamoya disease

= Sickle cell anemia

= Hemophilia

= Vasculitis

= Lupus

=  Sjogren's syndrome

= Polyarteritis nodosum

= Wegener's granulomatosis

= Takayasu's arteritis

= Giant cell arteritis

= Radiation therapy

= Drug abuse
The symptoms of uncommon causes of stroke can vary depending on the
underlying cause. However, some common symptoms include:

= Sudden weakness or numbness on one side of the body

= Difficulty speaking or understanding speech

= Vision problems

= Dizziness or loss of balance

» Headache



= Nausea and vomiting

If you experience any of these symptoms, it is important to seek medical
attention immediately. A stroke is a medical emergency, and early treatment
can improve the chances of a full recovery.

The diagnosis of an uncommon cause of stroke can be challenging. Your
doctor will need to perform a physical examination and ask you about your
medical history. They may also Free Download tests, such as a CT scan or
MRI, to rule out other potential causes of your symptoms.

The treatment for an uncommon cause of stroke will depend on the
underlying cause. Treatment may include medication, surgery, or other
procedures.

The recovery from an uncommon cause of stroke can be long and
challenging. However, with proper care and support, most people can make
a full or partial recovery.

If you have experienced an uncommon cause of stroke, it is important to be
aware of the potential risks of recurrence. Your doctor can work with you to
develop a plan to reduce your risk of having another stroke.

Uncommon causes of stroke can be a serious medical condition. However,
with proper diagnosis and treatment, most people can make a full or partial
recovery. If you have experienced any of the symptoms of an uncommon
cause of stroke, it is important to seek medical attention immediately.

Here are some additional resources that you may find helpful:



= Stroke Association
= American Heart Association

= Mayo Clinic
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