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Awarded the prestigious James Beard Award for Best Writing on Food in
2011, Taverna: A Journey Through Greece in Search of the Perfect Meal is
an epic culinary adventure that takes readers on a captivating journey
through the diverse culinary landscape of Greece. Written by acclaimed
journalist and author R.W. Apple Jr., this book offers a unique and deeply
personal exploration of the country's rich gastronomic heritage.
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Apple embarks on a quest to discover the very essence of Greek cuisine,
venturing beyond the familiar tourist hotspots to uncover hidden gems and
authentic dining experiences. Through vivid descriptions and thought-
provoking insights, the author paints a vibrant tapestry of Greece's culinary
traditions, showcasing the passion, history, and cultural significance of
each dish.

A Culinary Odyssey

Taverna is more than just a travelogue; it's a testament to the
transformative power of food. Apple delves into the lives of local chefs,
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farmers, fishermen, and winemakers, unearthing the stories behind the
dishes and the people who create them.

The book's journey begins in the bustling streets of Athens, where Apple
savors the street food and traditional dishes that embody the city's vibrant
spirit. From there, he ventures into the Peloponnese, exploring ancient
ruins and indulging in rustic tavern fare. The trip continues to the sun-
drenched islands of Crete, Rhodes, and Santorini, where he encounters a
culinary wonderland of fresh seafood, herbs, and local delicacies.

A Celebration of the Mediterranean Diet

At the heart of Taverna lies a deep appreciation for the Mediterranean diet,
renowned for its health benefits and vibrant flavors. Apple celebrates the
simplicity and freshness of Greek cuisine, highlighting the use of olive oil,
fresh vegetables, fish, and herbs. The book provides a glimpse into the
culinary practices that have shaped Greece's long-standing tradition of
healthy eating.

A Literary Feast

Apple's writing is evocative and lyrical, transporting readers to the heart of
the Greek dining experience. His descriptions of food are both poetic and
mouthwatering, evoking vivid images of grilled octopus, succulent lamb,
and aromatic pastries.

Beyond its culinary insights, Taverna is a meditation on the nature of travel,
storytelling, and cultural exchange. Apple's journey through Greece
becomes a metaphor for the broader human experience, as he explores
themes of identity, tradition, and the transformative power of sharing meals.



Taverna: A Journey Through Greece in Search of the Perfect Meal is a
culinary masterpiece that transports readers to the vibrant heart of Greek
gastronomy. R.W. Apple Jr.'s captivating prose and profound insights make
this book an essential read for any food lover or anyone seeking a deeper
understanding of Greek culture. Through his epic journey, Apple celebrates
the transformative power of food, reminding us of its ability to connect us
with history, tradition, and the human spirit.
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