
Runner: A Short Story About the Long Run

"Runner" is a short story by American author Cormac McCarthy. It was first
published in the literary magazine The New Yorker in 2005 and later
included in McCarthy's collection of short stories, "The Gardener's Son"
(2007). The story follows a young man named Billy as he embarks on a
cross-country run from Tennessee to California. Along the way, he
encounters a variety of challenges, both physical and emotional.
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Plot Summary

Billy is a young man who has always been drawn to running. He is
fascinated by the idea of pushing himself to the limit, and he dreams of one
day running across the country. One day, he decides to make his dream a
reality, and he sets out on a run from his home in Tennessee to California.

Billy's run is not without its challenges. He has to deal with the heat, the
cold, the rain, and the wind. He also has to deal with hunger, thirst, and
exhaustion. But Billy is determined to keep going, and he refuses to give
up.

Along the way, Billy meets a variety of people who help him on his journey.
He meets a friendly truck driver who gives him a ride, a kind-hearted
woman who lets him stay in her home, and a wise old man who gives him
advice. These people help Billy to stay motivated, and they remind him that
he is not alone.

As Billy gets closer to California, his run becomes more difficult. The terrain
becomes more challenging, and the weather becomes more severe. But
Billy refuses to give up. He keeps running, and he finally reaches his
destination.
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Themes

"Runner" is a story about the power of determination. It is about the power
of the human spirit to overcome any obstacle. Billy is faced with a variety of
challenges on his run, but he never gives up. He keeps going, and he
eventually reaches his goal.

"Runner" is also a story about the importance of human connection. Billy
meets a variety of people on his run, and these people help him to stay
motivated. They remind him that he is not alone, and they help him to keep
going.

Finally, "Runner" is a story about the beauty of the American landscape.
Billy runs through a variety of different landscapes, and he sees the beauty
of the country firsthand. The story is a reminder of the beauty that is all
around us, and it encourages us to appreciate the world around us.

Critical Reception

"Runner" has been praised by critics for its beautiful writing, its powerful
storytelling, and its inspiring message. The story has been compared to the
works of other great American writers, such as Ernest Hemingway and
William Faulkner.

"Runner" has also been praised for its relevance to the contemporary
world. The story is a reminder of the importance of determination,
perseverance, and human connection. In a world that is often充滿(chóng)
with cynicism and despair, "Runner" is a story that offers hope and
inspiration.



"Runner" is a powerful and inspiring story that will stay with you long after
you finish reading it. The story is a reminder of the power of the human
spirit to overcome any obstacle. It is also a reminder of the importance of
human connection and the beauty of the American landscape.
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