
Being The Story of the Enlistment and Due
Service of the Boy Charley Goddard in the
Famous Light Brigade
In the annals of British military history, few events have captured the
imagination quite like the Charge of the Light Brigade. This ill-fated cavalry
charge during the Crimean War has become synonymous with bravery,
sacrifice, and the futility of war.
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Among those who participated in the charge was a young boy named
Charley Goddard. His experiences in the British Army, vividly recounted in
the book 'Being The Story of the Enlistment and Due Service of the Boy
Charley Goddard in the Famous Light Brigade', provide a unique and
poignant perspective on this pivotal moment in history.

Historical Context
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The Crimean War, which lasted from 1853 to 1856, was a conflict between
the Russian Empire and an alliance of the Ottoman Empire, France, and
Great Britain. The war was fought primarily in the Crimean Peninsula, a
region of southern Ukraine.

The British Army played a significant role in the war, and the Light Brigade,
a cavalry unit known for its colorful uniforms and gallant reputation, became
one of the war's most famous regiments.

Charley Goddard's Enlistment

Charley Goddard was born in England in 1840. At the age of 14, he ran
away from home and joined the British Army. He was assigned to the Light
Brigade and shipped to the Crimea in 1854.

Goddard's enlistment was not an uncommon occurrence during the
Crimean War. Many young men, eager for adventure and a chance to
prove themselves, flocked to the army's recruiting stations.

Life in the Army

Goddard's life in the army was one of hardship and danger. He endured
long marches, harsh weather conditions, and the constant threat of enemy
fire.

Despite the hardships, Goddard also experienced moments of camaraderie
and adventure. He made lifelong friends among his fellow soldiers and
gained valuable skills and experience.

The Charge of the Light Brigade



On October 25, 1854, the Light Brigade was Free Downloaded to charge a
heavily defended Russian artillery position. The charge was a disaster. The
brigade suffered heavy casualties, and Goddard was one of the few
survivors.

Goddard's account of the charge is a vivid and harrowing tale of bravery
and sacrifice. He describes the chaos and confusion of the battlefield, the
sight of his fellow soldiers falling all around him, and the overwhelming
sense of terror and loss.

Aftermath

After the Charge of the Light Brigade, Goddard continued to serve in the
army until the end of the Crimean War. He was awarded the Victoria Cross,
the highest military honor in the British Army, for his gallantry during the
charge.

Goddard returned to England a hero, but he struggled to readjust to civilian
life. He died in 1906 at the age of 66.

Literary Significance

'Being The Story of the Enlistment and Due Service of the Boy Charley
Goddard in the Famous Light Brigade' is a valuable historical document
and a poignant coming-of-age story.

Goddard's account of his experiences provides a unique and firsthand
perspective on the Crimean War. His story is a reminder of the sacrifices
made by ordinary soldiers in times of conflict.



As a coming-of-age story, Goddard's book explores the themes of identity,
loss, and redemption. Goddard's journey from a naive young boy to a
hardened veteran is a powerful and moving tale of human resilience.

Enduring Impact

The story of Charley Goddard has had a lasting impact on British culture.
His experiences during the Charge of the Light Brigade have become a
symbol of both the bravery and the futility of war.

Goddard's book has been adapted into several films and television shows,
and his story continues to inspire and resonate with readers today.

'Being The Story of the Enlistment and Due Service of the Boy Charley
Goddard in the Famous Light Brigade' is a powerful and moving account of
a young boy's experiences during the Crimean War.

Goddard's story is a valuable historical document, a poignant coming-of-
age story, and a timeless reminder of the sacrifices made by ordinary
soldiers in times of conflict.
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